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THE CALENDAR PLANT OF CHINA
THE COSMIC TREE
AND
THE DATE-PALM OF BABYLONIA.

1. In my researches on The Tree of Life and the Calendar Plant
of Babylonia and China, published in The Babylonian and Orien-
tal Record’!, about two years ago, several inaccuracies and mis-
prints have occurred which require rectification, while some papers
previously published®2 ought to have been mentioned therein. As some
interesting articles’3 and monographs® have appeared, since then, and
must be referred to, I take this opportunity to return to the subject, in
order to correct and complete several statements of my former paper in
some respects. Three chief subjects demand once more our consideration,
the calendar plant of China, the mythic world-tree, and the names
of the date-palm in early Chaldea.

Nortks )

51) June 1888, vol. 1I, pp. 149-159.—We continue here the numeral
series of the notes for easier references.

52) Prof. Eberhard Schrader, Ladanum und Palme auf den Assyrischen
monumenten, with plate: Monatsber. d. Berliner Akad. d. Wiss.
5 May, 1881, pp. 413-428.—H. P. Jensen, Ztschrft. f. Keilschriftfors-
chung, I, 285, II, 25. Cf. B.4O.R. IV, 117-118: T. de L., Stray
notes on ancient Date Palns in Anterior Asin.—Sir George Birdwood*
The knop and flower pattern ; pp. 325-344 of his interesting work: The
Industrial Arts of India, 1884, South Kensington Museum.

53) Dr. E. Bonavia, Sacred trees of the Assyrian Monuments; B.&O.R.
11, 7-12, 85-40, 56-61 ; Did the Assyrians know the sexs of date
palms ; ibid. IV, 64-69, 89-95, 116-117.—M. W. St. Chad Boscawen,
Notes on the Assyrian sacred trees: ibid. IV. 95-96.-—Dr. E. B.
Tylor, The fertilisati.n of date palms . The Academy, 8 June, 1889,
and Nature, 23 Jan. 1890. And also :—T. de L., The cone fruit of
the Assyrian Monuments : The Academy, 22 June 1889.—

54) Rev. William Hayes Ward, The asserted sevenfold division of the
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4 THE CALENDAR PLANT. °

the event took place in the 45th year of the reign of Yao.-—Cf. also,
Hwang Fu-mi, 7% wang ske ki : Tai ping yii lan, k. IV, fol. 7 verso.

57) Fung yen-hai and Fung Tsih-hien, Kin shik so.

58) Some traces of this l:gyptian influence in Persia have been pointed
out in my work on the Origin of the early Chinese Civilisation, Note
864 : B.&O.R., vol. 1II, p. 222 ; and The Deluge tradition and its
remains in ancient China, § 51, note 118 : B.&O.R., vol. IV, pp.
109, 110.

Tae Cosmic TrEE.

6. The eV &Q = Gishkin in Sumero-Akkadian and Ki¥hkand®, in Assyrian
successively had been supposed to be a pine tree®®, and a palm-treesl, -
and we had looked upon it with the latter meaning in our papert?, but
this view must be reconsidered, as this so-called tree does not seem to be
open to any botanical identification.

7. The first verse in the bilingual hymn, where it is mentioned, has
been rendered variously by several Assyriologists :

For instance :

“In Eridu a stalk grew overshadowing ; in a holy place did it become
green®s,”

‘We have objected to the rendering here of Kish-kanit by stalk as being
not sufficient,

A more recent version is the following :
¢ In Iridu wuchs ein dunkler Ki$fian@-Baum empor, wurde geschaffen
an einem herrlichen (lichten ?) Orte®4,”

We may compare with these the two older versions, which follow :
“Dang Eridou a crdl un pin noir, dans un lieu pur il a été formé,” where Fr.
Lenormant, author of the version%, has remarked that his rendering of
the second part of the verse is made quite safe by the Akkadian text.
*In Nun-ki (Eridu) wuchs aus ein dunkler Kin-Baum, an einem reinen
Ort wurde er geschaffen,” by Prof. Fritz Hommel.68

Whatever may be the slight discrepancies between the different render-
ings we have quoted, it is evident that no botanical characteristics may
be made out from them. )

8. The hieroglyphical etymology of the word, so far as it can be un-
derstood from the hieratic, does not mean much, as we have no evidénce
that the actual signs of the combination Gissu+ Kikkinu, are identical,
save the difference of style in the writing, with those of the hieratic
period, neither are we certain that the primary meaning of the symbol
read Kanu was still known at the time of formation of the complex
ideogram. We do not even know if the combination existed at all in
hieratic times®?, Therefore any attempt at hieroglyphical etymology in






























14 THE CALBNDAR PLANT.

seen before, and its application to the valuable date-palm, the most use-
ful tree of the land, shows that its importance was fully appreciated by
the scribesl 35,

The palm-tree seems to have always been the object of a special cult in
S.W. Asia. Iis sacred character among the Assyro-Babylonians is plainly
Shown by the name we have just seen given toit. And the fact that we
have been able to show three names for it, a primitive symbol Mu or
Zikaru, besides the qualitive term sBa¥Ga or Gishimmar, and another
word musukkan for palm-tree in general, is significant with regard to the
great value attached to it by the founders of the Chaldeo-Babylonian
civilisation,

The Pheenicians appear to have worshipped it to a certain extent!3s,
but it is chiefly in Southern Arabia that its cult was the most deeply
established. 1t lasted until the time of Muhammed? 37,

Norrs——

115) Cf. supra, par. 15.

116) Theo. G. Pinches, Sign-List, No. 24g.—P, Jensen, Ztschriftf.,
Kei'lgchriftf., t. 11, p. 25.—B. & 0. R., vol. IV. p. 118.

117) A. H. Sayce, Assyrian Grammar, No, 319.—Fr. Lenormant, Glos-
saire Assyrien, No. 288.

118) Ztschifi. f. Keilschriftf., 1, p. b5.

119) R. Brunnow, Class. List, No. 7284, sq.

120) On a statue of Urba’n, col. 5, 1. 9: rds of the Past, N. 8.,
vol. I, p. 77; on Gudea’s statue D, col. 8, 1. 14: ibid. vol. I, p. 91; on
statue E, col. 1, 1. 2; ¢bid. p. 92; on statue H, col. 1, 1, 2: sb'd. p. 108.

121} R. Brunnow, Class. List, No. 7285.

122) Supra, par. 15, 16.

123; Amiaud-Méchineau, Tableau comparé, No. 278.

124) Amiaud, O. C., No. 128.

125) R. Brunnow, Class. List, sign. Gitu, Sacitu, No. 8068. It occurs
in twenty such cases.

126) R. Brunnow, Class. List, Nos. 8070, 8077, 3088.

127) W. A. I, 11, 82, 19; 48, 7 f,; IV, 81, 1a; P. Jensen, Di¢ Kosmo-
logie der Babylonier, pp. 218, 232,

128) F. Hommel, Semit. Volk., p. 368.

129) Cf. the oldest form in Amiaud et Méchineau, Tableau comparé, No. 45.

130) R. Brunnow, Class. List, Nos. 4469-4492.

181) G.Schrader, Assyr.-Babyl. Keilinschr. p. 186; J. Ménant, Grammaire
Assyrienne, p. 171, 205; J. Oppert and J. Ménant, Documents juridiques,
p- 47; E. de Chossat, Répertoire Assyrien, p. 79.

132) It is not uninteresting to remark that, although the word intended
to be suggested phonetically is Altaic, the script-play was made by
Semites.

188) Brunnow, Class. List. Nos. 8080-8082.

1843 Amisud, Tableau, No. 45.
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185) On the great usefulness of the date palm tree, cf. E. Bonavia, The
sacred trees of the Assyrian monument:s B, & O. R., III, 9 and 59.

186) W. Baudissin, Studien zur Semiti schen Religionsgeschichte, t. 11,
p- 201 sq., 211 sq.

187) Caussin de Perceval, Histoire des Arabes avant Uislamisme, t. I,
p- 125, 236; Osiander. Ztschrft. d. D. M. G., t. VII, p. 481; Krehl,
Ueber die Religion der vor-islamischen Araber, p. 73 sq.; Dozy, Die
Israzliten zu,Mekka, p.19; Fresnel: Journal Asiatique, Jan.-Fev. 1871,
P. 51 sq.; Fr. Lenormant, Origines de Uhistoire, t. I, p. 82.





















23 THE COSMIC TREE.

character for that tree being Mx which therefore was known to the creators
of the writing. (§§ 15-17). On the other hand, the Vine and the
Cedar are represented by compound characters and do not belong to the
primitive period ; in the same way the pomegranate and the fir-tree were
only known in later times ; all this forming undoubtedly one more link
of arguments in favour of the view that the first founders and creators of
the Chaldeo-Babylonian writing and civilisation were not originally from
the North or North East, but from the South,

ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA——

Note 54. Add: McLennan, Worship of plants and animals: Fortmghtly
Review, 1869-70.

Par. 8.1. 8. Read: and the total instead - f as the total.

Par. 5.1.8. Read and Add: observed, but the number seven is more fre-
quently met with than any other.

Par, 14.1. 3. Read: which conceptions instead of whlch neeptions.

Par. 15.1. 18. Read: the late instead of the la e.

Par. 17.1.9. Read: Mu is instead of Nu is.

Par. 22. 1.20. gfter phono-ideograms add: similar to those.





















